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U.S. History
Chapter 19
Reading Review: Reporting Casualties
Vocabulary Words: Five words which appear in “Reporting Casualties” are listed below. Consulting a standard dictionary, define the words in the blank spaces provided.
1. Cauterize (verb): _________________________________________________________
2. Decapitate (verb) _________________________________________________________
3. Decompose (verb) ________________________________________________________
4. Dismember (verb) ________________________________________________________
5. Euphemism (noun) ________________________________________________________
Essay Questions: Consulting your copy of “Reporting Casualties,” answer the following essay questions. (50 words minimum)
A. What was Caputo’s job in Vietnam? What did it teach him about war? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
B. What kind of language did the military prefer to simple English? Give an example. Why do you think the military preferred this language? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C. What general observations does Caputo make about dead bodies? Why is he qualified to make such observations?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
